Dear Friends, It truly is an exciting time at Bethany Housechallenging yes, a little overwhelming at times-but also energizing and very fulfilling. Taking on the Mercy Health -St. John emergency shelter operations was a great opportunity for Bethany House to expand services where we had the expertise and the capacity. Being rated #1 out of 12 local shelters this past August is proof of that, but even better proof is the staff's dedication and commitment. Every day I witness a selflessness like no other. I am truly amazed at the personal sacrifices that they make on behalf of our moms and kids. So while there is a bit of trepidation, we are strengthened with the knowledge that we can help our families become independent and self-sufficient.
Each day, and especially throughout the holidays, our greatest inspiration comes from our generous donors and volunteers like you. It is your commitment and your dedication to our families that changes the lives of each person who walks through our doors. Your generosity is what sustains us every day of the year, year after year. We anticipate that our annual number of sheltered guests will increase from 438 in 2014 to 1,300 homeless individuals in 2015 as we grow from 29 to 129 beds. It is expected that in 2015 we will serve at least 865 children under the age of 18; about 20 percent (173) of these children will be infants and toddlers under the age of two years. It has been our experience that although occasionally a mother and her teenaged child are guests at the shelter, the majority of our children are preschool and elementary school age, with an average age of six years. appreciates and Celebrates our volunteers! Throughout 2014 Bethany House was blessed with many volunteers from our community donating their time and talents to support our mission and our work. They truly are an inspiration to our families and our staff. From special events to dinners, facilities to yard work, we celebrate our volunteers. 
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Grants target needs of families
Foundation funding in 2014 helped bridge the gap between the cost of the services Bethany provides and the amount of the government contracts we receive to provide those services.
Some grants fund our children's programming, which provides age-appropriate activities designed to prevent injuries and abuse and to instill lifelong habits such as healthy food choices and exercise. Other grants support our Life Skills classes for mothers, which provide them with basic knowledge and skills for living independently such as financial literacy, budgeting, resume writing, nutrition, and yoga. Other grants support the transition of a family from shelter to home by assisting with relocation expenses. All grant funding is extremely important to ensure brighter futures for homeless families! We are extremely grateful to the following foundations for their support in 2014:
• Gail joined the Board of Directors in 2010. She serves as chair of the marketing committee and is a member of the executive committee. She donates hundreds of hours every year helping staff publicize the agency's work and its fundraisers. "She is never more than a phone call away and she freely offers her help and advice, " said Development Director Terri Lessnau.
When asked why she has shared so much of her time and talent over the years she replied, "I was taught at an early age that giving to others, both time and money, was an important part of Christian service. I was introduced to Bethany by a friend and immediately fell in love with its work and its mission, and the dedication I saw in the employees and volunteers. Bethany changes lives every day, and it is my privilege to support its work in any way that I can." Bethany House thanks Gail for her commitment to ensuring a safe haven for homeless families.
Vol unteer Spotlight:
The Front Porch News | 7
